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Provide an overview of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and some 
examples of how NEPA is applied at Savannah 
River Site 

Purpose
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 Categorical Exclusions (CX)
– Environmental effects of action(s) – separately and cumulatively - not likely to be significant
– Most actions (90+%) meet CX criteria

• Over 100 classes of  actions listed in DOE regulations
 Examples - R&D/lab operations; environmental monitoring and sampling; routine maintenance/repairs

 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
– Environmental effects of action likely to be significant
– Actions typically (but not all inclusively) requiring an EIS

• Nuclear processing and uranium enrichment facilities; nuclear material production, test and research reactors

 Environmental Assessment (EA)
– Uncertain whether environmental effects of action(s) are significant
– Outcomes of EA

• Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) or  EIS

– Actions typically (but not all inclusively) requiring an EA
• Cultural resources/fish and wildlife habitat protection; energy demonstration projects

Levels of NEPA Evaluations (cont’d)
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Neither CEQ nor DOE NEPA regulations mandate specific methodology
SRS uses automated checklist as internal mechanism to support 

compliance with NEPA
– Initiates NEPA evaluation
– Provides basis for NEPA determination

• Identifies environmental resources potentially impacted by proposed action
• Documents CX criteria (if applicable) for proposed action
• Supports justification for other NEPA determination (EA, EIS, etc.)
• Provides confirmation whether proposed action is covered under existing NEPA documentation

– Collateral/dual-purpose for environmental compliance
• Identifies environmental permitting and other requirements
Approval of checklist does NOT constitute approval of other environmental requirements

Documenting NEPA Determinations at SRS
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CX Determinations
– Posted on DOE and SRS external NEPA webpages
EIS

– Public scoping (30 days minimum)
• Minimum one (1) public meeting

– Public comment on draft  EIS (45 days minimum)
• Minimum one (1) public hearing

– 30-day ‘waiting’ period for Record of Decision (ROD) after final EIS
EA

– Input from host State and Tribe mandatory
• EA and FONSI made publicly available

Public Participation in the NEPA Process
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ACRONYMS
CEQ – Council on Environmental 

Quality 

CFR – Code of Federal Regulations

CX – Categorical Exclusion

EA – Environmental Assessment

EIS – Environmental Impact Statement
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FONSI – Finding of No Significant Impact

FR – Federal Register

NCO – NEPA Compliance Officer

NEPA – National Environmental Policy 
Act

ROD – Record of Decision


